year 1790 a treaty of offensive and defensive alliance was concluded bet-
ween the Nizam, the Peshwa and the Company's Government Tippu
purchased peace at the price of half of his dominions and the Nizam had
no reason to be dissatisfied with his share of the spoil.

In 1793 Lord Cornwallis was succeeded by Sir John Shore, and in the
following year the Mahrattas sent a paper, containing a series of demands
to the Hyderabad Darbar. Since the Nizam's Government had previously
agreed to it, they demanded Chauth and the Sirdeshmukhi of the several
subhas and mahals. The Nizam appealed to the English for help, but his
appeal was in vain. He then sought the aid of the French, and employed a
French adventurer, Monsieur Raymond, who raised a force of sepoy
battalions, trained and disciplined them by French officers. The Nizam now
thought that he could successfully cope with the Mahrattas. But he was
mistaken. In the battle of Kurdla, which took place on the 12th March.
1795, the Nizam was thoroughly defeated. It must be remarked that
two battalions, each a thousand strong, consisting purely of women, picked
chiefly from the classes of Dher and Chamar, played a very conspicuous
and gallant part, against the enemies of the Nizam. It was the fashion
of the Nizams of Hyderabad, since the establishment of the dynasty up to
the middle of the nineteenth century to maintain an army of women
which mounted guard in the interior of the palace and accompanied the
ladies of the Nizam's family wherever they moved. This relic of ancient
history is said to have existed until the time of His Highness Nasir-ud-
Dowla who ruled Hyderabad between the years 1829 and 1857, after
whose death the interest in them having waned, they had only a nominal
existence and performed their duties in a perfunctory manner until they
ceased to exist.

In 1798 when Sir John Shore was succeeded by the Marquis of
Wellesley, a further treaty was concluded under the terms of which all the
Frenchmen in His Highness' service were dismissed, the subsidiary force
was made permanent and its strength increased to six thousand sepoys
with a proportionate increase in the field pieces* The subsidy to be paid
by the Nizam for support of the whole was increased to Rs. 24,17,100 per
annum. Then the famous league between the English, the Nizam and the
Mahrattas was formed against the formidable Tippu, on the principle of arx
equal division of territory which resulted in the fall of Tippu and the
signing of the partition treaty on July 15th, 1799. By the subsidiary Treaty
of 1800 the Company's Government guaranteed the integrity of the Nizam's
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